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SCHOOL DESEGREGATION POSITION OF THE
OKTIBBEHA COUNTY BRANCH - N A A C P

Fifteen years ago , in 1954 , the United States Supreme Court ,
the highest court in the land , ruled that "separat e but equal"
educational facilities have no place irl the field of public
education in America .

The Court ruled that segregated faci l -

ities are inherently unequal.

Since 1954 , the school boards

of Starkville and of Oktibbeha County have operated "outside
of the law of the land."

Those among us who express loud and

vocal concern for LAW AND ORDER

must realize that no citizen

or groups of citizens can violate the mandates of the United
States Supreme Court in any other area(except elimination
of the dual school system) without suffering legal consequences of their actions o
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The schools of Starkville and Oktibbeha county are still ,
for the most part , all white or all black.

There is no

question tha t most of the money spent for education in the
city and county goes to the nearly all-white schools .
Disadvantaged children who suffer the most are provided
the least of educational ppportunit i es .
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The Oktibbeha County Branch of the National Association For
The Advancement of Colored People is very much in favor of
anwill insist on complete and speedy elimination of the dual
shcool systems in Starkville and Oktibbeha County.

Since

nearly four hundred students living outside of the Starkville
Separate School Distrrct attend Schools within the city limits ,
the NAACP fails to

s~e

the wisdom of separating a school

desegregation suit into city and county - especially si nce the
president of the Starkv ille School Board states that the
board has no i ntention 6f excluding students from outside the
district now or in the future.

The NAACP strongly opposes the closing of any school i n the
city or the county except the wooden buildi ng at the Henderson
Complex and Starkville Junior High.
of cl

Smnce ther is a shortage

room space in the city and the county, it will be a

waste of the taxpayers money to close classrooms for racial
reasons and to ask already overburdened takpayers to increase
our very high tax rate to build nevv and unnecessary schools.
School buildings are expenside. · All taxpayess want to pro=
vide for t helproper education of our children, but we do not
want to squander money on unnecessary buildings while abandoning existing fairly-new structures.

-3The NAACP of Oktibbeha County submits the followiug suggested
desegregation plans for the 5ity of Starkville and for Oktlbbeha County.

Since nearly fifty percent of the people of

Oktibbeha County are black, plans adopted which do not meet
with the approval of half of the community to be served will
prove to be

umr.~orkable

and will probably result in bitter

antagonisms between the races in our area for many years to
come.
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Separate schools for the races in our city and county have
resulted in inadequate preparation of our young people black and white - to meet the needs and challenges of life in
America and the world today.

They have resulted in mass

undereducation , duplication and unnecessary expenses which
have helped to keep Mississippi's i lliteracy rate among
the highest in the nation .

As citizens of Oktibbeha County

we urge the unbiased consideration of the

fo~lowing

year desegregation plans by the entire community.

oneWe ,

the people of this city and county , can no longer afford
the staggering burden of a dual educational system from
all viewpoints - morally, legally nor economically.
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